
Life sciences &
Health for Development Fund
Public/private partnership in developing countries

The Life Sciences & Health for Development Fund stimulates 
public/private collaboration in the life sciences sector. The fund 
aims to tackle poverty on a structural level by increasing the health 
status of poorer population groups in developing countries. 

Collective initiatives from governmental bodies, industry, NGOs 
and/or centres of expertise can be eligible for subsidies if they 
contribute towards the following objectives:
•	 A growing number of people have access to antiretroviral 

medicines, contraceptives and other products required for good 
sexual and reproductive health; 

•	 Public and private clinics deliver better sexual and reproductive 
care which is used by increasing numbers of people; 

•	 Poverty-related illnesses, as set out in the UN Millennium Goal 
number 6, are tackled.

Project requests that are submitted must concentrate on one of 
the following categories:
•	 Medicines; 
•	 Biomedical products such as vaccines; 
•	 Medical equipment; 
•	 Supportive technologies in order to enable effective diagnoses, 

therapy or prevention. 

The projects for which subsidies can be provided must lead to a 
business case that is suitable to be presented to relevant 

financial bodies and/or for the purposes of a call for proposals 
in an (international) setting. This in order to stimulate further 
product innovation or market introduction of health 
technologies.

Added value of Public/Private Partnerships (PPP) As a result 
of collaboration between companies, centres of expertise and 
organisations from the public sector, Dutch expertise can be 
used to develop innovative solutions for the health problems in 
developing countries. Better health benefits economic develop-
ment while a better economic situation is also advantageous 
for the health of the people. This offers opportunities for Dutch 
and local companies to come up with and implement innova-
tive solutions.

For whom? Cooperative partnerships comprise at least one 
for-profit company, one not-for-profit participant and one 
party originating from government circles. The latter could be a 
ministry, an independent board, province or municipality; it 
could also be a component of the general governmental 
organisation in the country concerned. Centres of expertise can 
also take part in a cooperative partnership. At least one 
participant must be headquartered in the Netherlands and at 
least one participant in the list of countries (see overleaf ).



Malawi
Mali
Morocco
Mozambique
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sao Tomé
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Tanzania
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
South Africa
South Sudan

Asia
Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Bhutan 
Cambodia
Philippines
India
Indonesia
Yemen
Jordan
Laos
Maldives
Myanmar
Mongolia
Nepal
Palestinian Regions
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Vietnam
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Subsidy to supplement own financial input. The subsidy 
provided on the basis of this scheme will amount to 75% of the 
total costs at most. The participants in the cooperative partner-
ship will finance the remaining costs and at least half of this 
contribution will be made up of resources from the for-profit 
companies. 

Projects  Applications will relate to projects that concern a 
particular phase of product innovation, whereby the 
innovative chain extends from a technical/economic 
feasibility study to the development of a ‘proof of concept’. 
Or projects that focus on research into the introduction of 
products to new markets, with the exception of actually 
facilitating the marketing itself.

The duration of the project is to be at least 3 months and at 
most 24 months and only one application can be approved 
per cooperative partnership. 

Applications Tenders must be submitted before 1 October 
2014 at 15.00 CET. The application must be submitted in 
writing and/or via email, signed legitimately and be com-
plete, by 12.00 Dutch time, to the Netherlands Enterprise 
Agency (RVO.nl) 
For more information go to www.rvo.nl/lsh4d.

Latin America
Bolivia
Columbia
Guatemala
Nicaragua
Peru
Suriname

Europa
Albania
Armenia
Bosnia Herzegovina
Georgia
Kosovo
Macedonia
Moldavia

Africa
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Democratic Republic of 
Congo
Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Eritrea
Ghana
Gambia
Cape Verde
Kenya
Libya
Madagascar

Country list  The Life Sciences & Health for Development Fund is open to projects in the following countries: 

About RVO.nl You would like to do business in emerging 
markets and developing countries. You would like to 
contribute towards a healthy investment climate and 
durable economic developments within a country. 
Sometimes you come up against hindrances with respect 
to financing, a lack of expertise about market opportuni-
ties, or you do not have access to a business network. 
You may also have to deal with corporate social responsi-
bility and different legislation and regulations. You can 
come to the Netherlands Enterprise Agency with all your 
questions about International business. We are your 
partner when it comes to Durable, Agricultural, 
Innovative and International business practices. For 
more information go to www.rvo.nl


